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COMMERCIALLY AVAILABLE COOL-SEASON TURFGRASS SPECIES AND
CULTIVAR RESOURCE LIST

Stacy A. Bonos1

1Assistant Professor in Turfgrass Breeding, New Jersey Agricultural Experiment Station, School of Environmental and
Biological Sciences, Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey, New Brunswick, NJ 08901-8520.

Turfgrass breeders have made dramatic im-
provements in turfgrass cultivars in recent years.  Im-
provements include better overall turf quality, darker
green color, and increased shoot density, wear toler-
ance, and disease resistance.  There are currently
159 commercially available cultivars of tall fescue
(Table 1), approximately 55 bentgrass cultivars (Table
2), 115 cultivars of fine fescue (Table 3), 211 peren-
nial ryegrass cultivars (Table 4), and 179 Kentucky
bluegrass cultivars (Table 5) from numerous seed
companies (Table 6).  New cultivars of all of these
species are constantly being developed while older
cultivars gradually go out of production.  All of the
current commercially available cultivars of tall fes-
cue, bentgrass, fine fescue, perennial ryegrass, and
Kentucky bluegrass are listed in the accompanying
tables, along with the turfgrass seed company/com-
panies that provide them.  The contact information
for the turfgrass seed companies and their websites
are included in Table 6.

Additional information about cool-season turf-
grass cultivar performance in New Jersey and other
locations can be found at the following sources:
Rutgers Cooperative Extension Fact Sheets 544,
545, 546, 688, 738, 989, and 990 (visit the New Jer-
sey Agricultural Experiment Station Website at http:
//njaes.rutgers.edu), Rutgers Turfgrass Proceedings
(which are available online at http://
www.turf.rutgers.edu), and the National Turfgrass
Evaluation Program (also available online at http://
www.ntep.org).  Turf managers are encouraged to
select among the better performing cultivars by uti-
lizing the recommended references.  Selecting high
quality cultivars of cool-season turfgrasses will opti-
mize performance and maximize success of the turf-
grass stand.
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American Seed Producers
Randie Waldie
800-247-7815
randyw@dswebnet.com

Ampac Seed Company
www.ampacseed.com

Barenbrug USA
800-547-4101
www.barusa.com

Blue Mt. Seeds, Inc.
Bill Merigan
541-534-2221
bill@bluemtseeds.com

Burlingham Seeds LLC
800-236-0296
info@burlinghamseeds.com
www.burlinghamseeds.com

Columbia Seeds LLC
Scott Harer
888-681-7333
sharer@columbiaseeds.com
www.columbiaseeds.com

DLF International Seeds (Reed
& Perrine)1

www.dlfis.com

Fisher and Sons (Turf Seed)1

Mike Oleykowski
800-262-2127

FM Brown & Sons (Turf Seed)1

Marie Pompei
610-781-4265
mariepompei@fmbrown.com
Mary Beth Ruh
800-345-3344 x207
marybethruh@fmbrown.com

Grassland Oregon
Risa DeMasi
503-566-9900

Table 6.  Wholesale turfgrass seed companies.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Jacklin Seed by Simplot
Jim Kinservick
800-688-7333
Jim.Kinservick@Simplot.com
www.simplot.com/turf/jacklin/

Jonathan Greene
www.jonathangreen.com

Lebanon Turf Products
800-233-0628
www.lebturf.com

LESCO, Inc.2

www.lesco.com

Mountain View Seeds
Frank Welch
717-394-0562
fwelch9236@yahoo.com
www.mtviewseeds.com

National Seed
Ken Griepentrog
800-828-5856

OreGro Seeds Inc.
Matt Herb
541-258-1001
mherb@centurytel.net
www.oregroseeds.com

Pennington Seed, Inc.
Tom Taylor
516-752-9613
ttaylor@penningtonseed.com
www.penningtonseed.com

Pickseed West, Inc.
Chris McDowell
541-926-8886
chrism@pickseedwest.com
www.pickseed.com

ProSeeds Marketing, Inc./
Alliance Seed
Henry Lesinski
908-237-1361
henrylesinski@msn.com

Scotts/
Landmark Seed Company3

John Brader (golf, sports,
   lawn, and landscape)
866-273-7333
john@landmarkseed.com
Larry Humphreys (sod)
888-763-8873
larry.humphreys@scotts.com
www.landmarkseed.com

Reed & Perrine, Inc. (DLFIS)1

P.O. Box 100 Main Street
Tennent, NJ 07763
732-446-6363

Seeds, Inc.
Linda Zehm
509-291-5441

Seed Research of Oregon
Bill Dunn
800-253-5766
www.sroseed.com

Smith Seed Services
www.smithseed.com

Turf One
Bill Dunn
800-253-5766
www.turfone.com

Turf Merchants, Inc.
www.turfmerchants.com

Turf Seed, Inc. (Fisher & Sons,
FM Brown & Sons)3

www.turf-seed.com
___________________________

1 Company in parenthesis indi-
cates either distributor or official
owner

2 See website for store locator
3 Scotts Co. recently purchased
Turf-Seed, Inc.  Contact informa-
tion may be subject to change
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